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THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY
ofF THE CITY OF CROWN POINT metina REGULAR MEETING

At The Crown Point Fire Department

on April 19, 2023 AT 11:00 A.M.
PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES OF
THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88114674506

(Link is subject to change — in the event of a change, the link will be
posted via the City website at www.crownpoint.in.gov prior to the start of
the meeting.)

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Land called the meeting to order at 11:00 A.M. with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Present: Mayor Pete Land, Member Bob Clemons, Member Andrew Kyres
and Member Bill Gomez.

Also present, City Attorney David Nicholls and Clerk-Treasurer Dave
Benson.

Absent: Member Jim Crook

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING - Regular Meeting
held on Wednesday, April 5, 2023.

Motion to approve was made by Member Bob Clemons, seconded by
Member Bill Gomez.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
ADDITION OF NEW ITEMS

Mayor Land presented two new items to add to the agenda. First, a Real
Estate Donation Agreement regarding 113" Ave. Right of Way Acquisition,
being presented by First Assistant City Attorney Alex Kutanovski. Second,
a Request for Approval of Outdoor Seating for Culinary Misfits, 208 S. Main
St., being presented by Planning Administrator Josh Watson.

Member Bob Clemons made a motion to approve the two additions,
seconded by Member Bill Gomez.

Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
None

PRESENTATIONS
Oath of Office for New Crown Point Firefighters — Fire Chief Mark
Baumgardner, Jr.

(Member Andrew Kyres joined the meeting in person at 11:03 A.M.)

Fire Chief Mark Baumgardner, Jr. presented the following:
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A message from Fire Chief Mark Baumgardner:

Before | introduce the newest members to our family, | first want to recognize all the hard waork ang
time that has been put in Lo get us where we are today. It was anly seven manths ago; we were natified
that our depariment was one of the very few selected to receive the federal Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response (SAFER) Grant. $2.23 million dollars was awarded 1o the city to help our
department keep pace with the growth of our city and the rise in call volume that comes along with that
growth

A special recognition ta Retired Fire Chief Greg Delor and former Mayor David Uran whao started our
pursuit of this grant over 7 years ago. Mayor Pete Land, Anthony Schiuter, the Board of Works & Public
Safety, and the City Council for always giving our department the support we need 1o provide the best
service Lo cur citizens during their woest times,

The men and women you see wearing a badge or 3 uniform, not only fire, but our brathers and sisters at
the police department, stand ready to respond to any emergency, day or night, weekends, and holidays.
To accomplish this, it takes non-stop training, stafling, and equipping them properly.

The men and women that we are about to swear-in, i the future of owr department. They were the tap
selected candidates out of nearly 200 apphicants. Over the last few months of interviews and these last
two weeks of orientation academy, it's become very apparent why they ended up at the top of our list.
It"s not just certifications and experience, it's their moral character, how they were raised, how they
treat people. We can train just about anyone to become firefighters and paramedics. 1t's much harder to
teach people to be kind, respectful, and engaged. All these firefighters you see before you, have met
and exceeded our expectations,

In closing, | want to speak directly ta our new firefighters. You will have tough days here. You will have
10 see and experience things that no persen shauld have to deal with. Lean on your brothers and sisters
here at the firehause Talk about it and don't let it linger. We're all humans with a badge but that badge
carrias a lot of weipht with it. Mentally, physically, and emotionally. You owe it to yourself, your famity
here and at home, and you owe it 1o the citizens you are aboul to swear 1o protect o make sure you're
in good shape - tally, physically, and I

“No matter what huppened to you yesterday, your attitude today is your choice.” - Kent Lenord
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In na particular order, | would like to intreduce the newest firefighters to the Crown Point fire
Department:

Brett Wisenbaugh

Brett was born and raised in Michigan City, IN, Brett has 10 years of experience in EMS, starting his
career by completing EMT schaaol in 2013 at lvy Tech, Brett continued his education by graduating from
the Methodist Paramedic Program in 2020 and he did not stop there. In 2021, Brett artended Mid-State
College for their critical-care paramedic program. Brett has worked as a part-lime paramedic with
Crown Point Fire since 2021. In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his flancé, Haley, traveling
and hiking.

Firefighter Wisenbaugh will proudly wear badge ¥ 73 and is assigned to Turn 2 under the direction of
Battalion Chief Tim Tully. Brett’s fiancé, Haley will be pinning on his badge today.

Meghan Mulroe

Meghan is 3 Crown Point native who has served for the last two years as a volunteer firefighter & EMT in
our department before applying as a lulltime ber. Meghan grad d from And High Schoal
and attended 5t. Mary's College where she earned her degree in Communications, Marketing, and

Public Relations. Meghan enjoys spending time with family and friends, and in her spare time she
coaches girls high school seccer and playing with her two dogs!

Firefighter Mulroe will proudly wear badge # 74 and is assigned to Turn 2, under the direction of
Bartalion Chief Tim Tully. Meghan's uncle, Phil Mulroe will be pinning her badge.

raham

David grew up in St. John with his parents whe are with him today. David graduated from Andrean High
School and went on to Hillsdale College where he played Division 2 football and graduated with a
Bachelor's degree in Exercise Science. David has always had a strong desire 1o give back to his
community and did so by becoming a volunteer firefighter with the Town of St. John Fire Department.
David is currently a Paramedic Student at Franciscan Health and will be a paramedic by the beginning of
2024

Firefighter Graham will proudly wear badge # 75 and is assigned 10 Turn 2, under the direction of
Battalion Chief Tim Tully. David’s father, Rabert Graham is here today to pin David's badge on

Rasenfels

Ben was barn in Munster and later raised in Gulf Shores, Alabama. He began his career in EMS and Fire
in 2012. Ben is also licensed and worked as a critical care flight paramedic for four years. Ben currently is
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on his seventh year of service with the US Army National Guard, where he will continue to serve. When
not saving the world, Ben enjoys outdoor sports such as horseback riding, camping, and fishing

Firefighter Rosenfeldt will be assigned badge # 76 and is assigned to Turn 1, under the direction of
Battalion Chief Scott Abraham. Ben's brather (and Lake Hills Fire Chief) Shane Adams will pin his badge
on today.

lason Kooyenga

Jason is 24 years old and lives in Crown Point. He is engaged and will be marrying his lovely flancé, Abby
in December af this year, lason graduated from Wiana Christian High School in 2016 and went anto Fox
Collage, where he received his degree as a Physical Therapist Assistant in 2020, Last year, lason received
his Fire and EMT certifications through Prairie State College in lllinois, Jason is very excited at the
opportunity 1o serve his community.

Firefighter Kooyenga will be assigned badge # 77 and is assigned 16 Turn 3 under the directien of
Aattalion Chief Joe Ferrantella. Jasan's flance, Abby, will be pinning his badge on Loday

loseph Bonk

Joseph, or better known by his tamily and Inends as "Joey” was ariginally from Beecher, L and maved to
Dyer In 2015, Joey graduated from Lake Central High School in 2021, He got anto Dyer Fire Department
suon after and graduated from the District 1 Career Academy in April of 2022, and soon after, graduated
from EMT schogl in December 2022. Joey enjoys spending time with his girlfriend, family, and friends as
well as working out and watching football... BEAR DOWN!

Firefighter Bonk will be assigned badge # 78 and is assigned to Turn 3 under the direction of Battalion
Chief loe Ferrantella. loey's father, Joe Bonk will pin his badge an today.

lackie Oshorne

munithes

79 and is assigned to Turn 1, unde

er, Kyle, will be pinning her badge

Mayor Land performed the swearing in of Firefighters Brett Wisenbaugh,
Meghan Mulroe, Ben Graham, David Rosenfeldt, Jason Kooyenga, Joseph
Bonk, and Jackie Osborne. He stated the City of Crown Point was making
history today and he was happy to participate.

Family members and significant others of the firefighters performed the
pinning of badges.

OLD BUSINESS and DEFERRED BUSINESS
Utility Updates — Al Stong/Commonwealth Engineering

Al Stong with Commonwealth updated the Board on several projects
occurring throughout the City. He stated the design phase was complete for
the Water Main Looping and Pump Station Site Improvements Project.
Permits had been received and coordination was being finalized with
existing utilities. His office was also obtaining documents for two
easements.

He wished to remind the Board that all communities must have their Lead
Service Line Inventory completed by October 16, 2024. All communities can
apply for a grant through SRF to have the inventory assembled at no cost
to the community. Gabrielle Biciunas will be assembling the grant for the
Mayor’s signature, which Al was requesting today.

Member Bob Clemons made a motion to approve the Mayor’s signature,
seconded by Member Andrew Kyres.
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